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We hope you are enjoying the summer even if the weather hasn’t been quite as good as it could have been, it seems hard to believe we are into September already and not long before the winter nights are here.  We have unfortunately had to cancel a few events due to lack of numbers which is a shame for those who are interested but we hope that everyone has been able to attend the events they want to.

Thankfully the website is now up and running again, we are sorry for the inconvenience caused by it being out of action, but unfortunately it was out of our hands.  I am now trying to make sure everything is updated so please bear with me whilst I work my way through it!
 

Membership and Correspondence Information
Membership numbers are down this year, we presume that this is due to the current climate and people tightening their belts rather than people not being happy with what is being organised by the Club.  Feedback on events is always welcome and all that we have received to date has been very positive.  If there are events you would like to see on the calendar then please contact me (wendy@hadlowridingclub.co.uk) with your suggestions or comments.
We have been sending out emails regularly to keep members updated with up and coming events, those who do not have email addresses will receive newsletters by post but not the short reminders unfortunately.  If you have not been receiving correspondence by email then please let me know, this newsletter will be sent via normal mail to anyone who does not have an email listed or if appears not to be currently valid.

2009 Showjumping Series
The first two of the series were well attended and enjoyed by everyone, unfortunately the third had to be cancelled due to lack of entries which was a shame for those who were keen to enter but we will be holding them again next year.
2009 Dressage Series
The Dressage series has been a great success with good entries in most classes, there seems to have been a change in numbers towards the later classes which is encouraging as it appears that people are gaining confidence to have a go at the higher levels.  The points championship has been accumulating through the season at all levels which will be decided following the August show.  There is also the Championship show to look forward to in September for all those who have qualified throughout the series.  We hope this will be as good an event as last year with photographer present and prizes and sashes to the worthy winners.  A list of everyone who has qualified is available on the website, so please check if you are not sure.
Jumping Clinics
These have been going on throughout the year and extra dates are regularly being added so please keep checking on the website for up to date information.  Places for the next few SJ clinics are strictly limited and priority will be given to members so please book early.  If you want to do a polework session rather than jumping please let Linda know and if there is sufficient interest it may be possible to run one.
Summer Camp Report
Summer camp was such good fun, as always, there were 19 people who attended this year although only 17 horses.  For anyone who hasn't been please take a look at the photos on the website to see how everyone got on.   It is hoped that a DVD of this year’s camp will be available shortly, more information to follow.
Arrival was on the Thursday afternoon, those that actually arrived with some afternoon left made the most of the facilities and had a ride in the school or round the farm, the less organised amongst us arrived just in time to settle our horse and go to tea [image: image1.png]


.  The first evening everyone met in the classroom that is off the stable block so that the format for the weekend could be explained along with any rules, not that there are many but there were a few things to mention so that everyone knew what was going on.  The rest of the evening was spent with a glass or two of wine for those that wanted it, a good chat and a bit of fun watching some dog agility that was going on in one of the schools.  Friday morning most people were up bright and early, several people rode or lunged before breakfast, whilst others just mucked out and had a more gentle start to the day, the very early birds very kindly put the feeds into the stables that had been left out the night before so that all the horses were fed together first thing.  
The first lessons started at 10, there were four groups mostly consisting of 4 riders, two groups rode at 10 and the other 2 started at 11, there are two large indoor schools at the College, which was lucky as it poured with rain during the morning so we were all glad we were indoors.  One group had Marion Bush and did a quadrille which was great fun, even if my horse decided to take a dislike to the photographer and disappear across the school if he dared to 'click', fortunately all the horses went well on the whole and it was a great start to the weekend.  The second group had Amelia Welbourne in the other indoor school and had a more traditional flatwork session, but, again, an enjoyable one.  The next two groups swopped over for the 11 o’clock lessons which followed a similar format.
 

Packed lunches had been collected at breakfast so there was no need to leave the stable area, lunches were shared with the horses - I think the canteen got through lots more apples over the few days we were there!  Before we knew it we were getting ready to get back on and head for the schools again for the polework/jumping sessions, those who had had the early lessons in the morning went first at 1pm.  There was a swop round of schools so everyone had a lesson in both schools with both instructors which was a good idea, everyone started with polework then moved onto jumping for anyone that wanted it, there was no pressure to do more than you were comfortable with, and some people stuck to poles (including me [image: image2.png]


).
 

The evening was the first of the competition nights, the larger school was set up with a course of jumps and the second school marked out as a 40 x 20 arena for the dressage test.  Two of the riding groups were riding on the first night and the other 2 organising, then on Saturday night we swopped over so that everyone had a chance to ride whilst the others judged and put up fences.  The dressage was judged 'come dancing' style with the 5 judges holding up score cards of between 1 and 5, there was the option of using the CD player to liven up the test by doing a dressage to music which quite a few people took advantage of, it was certainly entertaining to watch and I think the horses liked 'dancing' to the music too.  The jumps were put up or down to suit whoever was jumping and again, you could do as much or as little as you wanted to.  After we had all finished we put the horses to bed and sat in the classroom giving out the rosettes for the dressage and having a drink or two although most people were too exhausted to stay up too late.

 

Saturday was much the same, lessons in the morning, this time the group that went first on Friday were second and again we swopped instructors so everyone had a different instructor for flatwork and for polework/jumping.  Marion did a quadrille again and this time we were a bit more organised and got the stereo out so that it could be done to music which was great to watch.  Amelia did the flatwork in the other school, which involved a good mix of flatwork working on rider position and showing how changing the position improved the way of going of the horse.  In the afternoon it was all change again and Marion set up a sort of obstacle course which involved trotting poles, bending, going through a narrow path, stopping in a square of poles and a few jumps.  This was a very inventive way of doing a course without having to actually jump round it, for those who wanted to jump the trotting poles became a grid and the jumps were raised to suit those riding.  Amelia did grid work and built up to whatever height people were comfortable doing.
 

In the evening there was a similar thing to the previous night with the other groups riding, the dressage to music was very successful with most people picking some lively tunes to ride to.  This was again followed by the prizegiving accompanied by a celebratory drink or two!
 

Sunday was a free day, the jumps had been left up in the big school so anyone wanting to ride the course could do so and there was music playing in the second school for relaxing and fun flatwork sessions, several people went out on the cross country course or into the outside show jumping field, plus there were lessons on the mechanical horse for those that wanted it.  A few people braved the gales to ride up onto the Downs which was truly spectacular and well worth the steep climb up to the top, fortunately everyone made it back before the rain started too badly.    Nothing was arranged for this evening and I think most people were totally shattered by this point so it wasn't too late a night even though it was the last night, unfortunately a few people had had to go home on the Sunday which was a shame.  Because of this it was decided that next year we would try holding it from Wednesday to Sunday rather than Thursday to Monday, people also had a chance to make suggestions and hopefully next year we will try to incorporate those into the next holiday.
 

On Monday the weather wasn't good so those who had planned a final ride on the Downs settled for a ride round the farm instead but it was a nice way to finish off a fabulous few days, I think most people were enthusiastic about going again next year.  It is a fantastic few days away with like minded people, excellent facilities, good food and drink plus you get the chance to kiss your horse goodnight, which is rather nice.
 
Quadrille 
This was great fun for all those who participated and we have decided to hold another training day in December which will have a Christmassy theme, both in the costume and the music!  Date 13th December 11.30.  Photos of the first Quadrille are on the website.
 
Marion Bush Clinic

Unfortunately the planned clinic with Marion Bush at Sandhurst Farm on the 20th  September has had to be cancelled due to a problem with the venue.  
Other Events
Leading up to Christmas we have a couple of evening events to help pass the dark winter 
nights, firstly a paramedic talk which was both entertaining and informative when we last ran one, so if you don't know what to do if someone falls off in front of you please think about going, it will be fun but might just save someone's life.  It is hoped that this event will be sometime in November, date to be confirmed.
 

We are also having a talk by Dodson & Horrell called ‘Comfortably Cuddly’, which is a talk about equine obesity which should be very interesting.  The date for this has just been confirmed as the 10th December, more information will follow
Forward Planning 
We will shortly be planning the calendar for 2010 so if there are any events you would like us to look into organising then please get in touch with either Terri or myself.  We are hoping to hold a Trek event again which unfortunately we didn’t manage to arrange for this year, but it is very popular so we aim to have it back on the calendar next year.  

Also if anyone would like to join the Committee for next year then please get in touch, we are rather short of Committee members so fresh faces are always welcome.
If there are any members attending events who are willing to give a lift to someone else please could you let the organiser of the event know, as there have been a couple of enquiries from people who do not have transport but would like to attend some of the club’s events.  Many thanks.
Wendy

Secretary, Hadlow Riding Club
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