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I am calling this newsletter the ‘SUMMER’ newsletter, not that you would guess from looking out of your window! I suppose we can always look on the bright side, at least the grass is growing well,  which will hopefully last us a little longer through the long winter months.



Congratulations to everyone who has qualified for our Dressage Championship Show to be held on September 14th.  If you are not sure if you have qualified, then please get in contact with Terri who will be able to let you know. Her contact details are 01634 326207. We are pleased to say that Terri is now on the mend and hopefully be a little more mobile at the championship show!
We are getting very excited about our first Championship Dressage Show – sashes. rosettes, large cups and prizes are all on order and a photographer in place to capture it all on camera! 
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Not forgetting our members only dressage championships – Points have now been accumulated and counted over the last 5 dressage shows and the results are as follows:
Walk and Trot Champion 2008

The Lily Trophy (kindly sponsored by Kings Hill Livery Yard)

Karyn Roberts on Constant Reminder

Prelim Bronze Champion 2008 

The Tanchester Developments Trophy

This was a close one as both Annette Bearsby and Wendy Bonnert drew on 9 points.  To decide the overall winner, we have combined the individual tests percentages and the highest overall is the winner:
Wendy Bonnert on Tara’s Destiny

Novice Silver Champion 2008 

The Nepicar Trophy

Linda Hughes on Flash Harry
Elem/Medium Gold Champion 2008
The Voce Trophy (kindly sponsored by Nikki and Paul Voce)

Jen Murphy on Hayesden Nirvana
The 2008 winners will be presented with their awards at our AGM which will be held in January 09. Congratulations to you all.


From feedback I have received, Summer Camp 2008 was to date the best ever – I would like to say on behalf of Hadlow Riding Club and all members who attended a huge thank you to Vicky Irving who made it all happen.

We are hoping to get some photos of the camp on our website soon.

One of our members who has now been on several of our camps has kindly put the following together for us to share with the rest of:
Everyone who went to summer camp this year had a wonderful time, and agreed it was the best yet!

At the end of each camp we discuss what we enjoyed most, what we want more of and what, if anything should be changed - this is probably why it is better year on year.

This year the facilities offered by Plumpton College, were well up to the usual high standard, large airy stables, two very good indoor schools, with plenty of jumps to put up for anyone who wanted to, as well as the outside jumping paddock and x-country course. When you added to that the wonderful riding on the South Downs just across the road from the college, there was plenty for everyone to enjoy. 

We also benefited from two sessions of instruction a day on Friday and Saturday, flatwork and gridwork (with jumping for those who felt inspired - and plenty of us did!) The instructors were excellent and we gained a good deal from them. 

A new thing this year was the freestyle dressage and clear round jumping we did to entertain ourselves on two evenings. Aside from being low key and great fun, they brought the 'campers' together, as first one group ran an evening, then swopped with another group for the next evening. Horses and riders alike enjoyed these 'no-pressure'  evenings.

Then there was the food. There was a lot of talk of 'I'll only have the salad', but few were able to resist the wonderful freshly cooked - and copious amounts of food on offer. Needless to say a few diets were blown, but we felt we were working and playing hard enough to work it off - well almost!.

A massive thanks is due to those who organised this wonderful holiday for us, a lot of hard work went into making it run so smoothly. A special thanks must go to Vicky who was always on hand to answer any questions and make sure everyone was happy. Also thanks to lovely Estelle who was a great backup to Vicky and a dab-hand with the yardbroom - also the prettiest in pink dressage rider at camp!

many thanks Gwyn Folb



Claire Yearsley organised an Equine Boot Fair at Hadlow College on Saturday 9th August in aid of the Kent Air Ambulance.

It was well supported with 30 cars laden with horsey stuff that was no longer required and looking for another home.  A total of £270.00 was raised which will be sent off to the Kent Air Ambulance. Well done and thank you to Claire.


We took delivery of our new set of show jumps in July and have used them at our last 2 show jumping events.  If you haven’t attended our latest show jumping events then take a look at the pictures on the website they look really good.  Not even our new ‘Water Jump’ put many people off but some didn’t like the look of the purple and pink bubbles! 
I cannot believe how well our regulars at the show jumping events are coming on and gaining confidence. You only need look at the most recent photos and the height of the jumps to see what progress they have made.  A special thank you to Annette who organises these events and designs the courses.


One of our more recent members has set up her own business and I wanted to take this opportunity to tell you about Jackie Hunt who rides locally around Matfield. She has recently launched a stunning exclusive equestrian theme jewellery range that can be seen on display at Broadfeed in Tunbridge Wells but can also be viewed on her website: www.EquinEty.co.uk . With more than 15 years in jewellery and collectables, Jackie has designed this unique collection of quality rings, pendants, earrings, bangles, brooches and pins to appeal to all ages of rider and horse lover.  She has also worked hard to keep prices as low as possible with at least half of the collection priced at less than £50.  If you’re looking for that special gift, or want to treat yourself, why not visit Broadfeed or buy online on her website. Jackie can also be contacted on 0844 736 5880.
